GEOMETRY.                                   247
reference to the theory of curves of the second order, may be regarded as the Idea! of a scientific organism.1**
Projective geometry found Its earliest unfolding on French soil In the Gtometrie descriptive of Monge whose astonishing power of imagination, supported by the methods of descriptive geometry, discovered a host of properties of surfaces and curves applicable to the classification of figures In space. His work created "for geometry the hitherto unknown idea of geometric generality and geometric elegance, "f and the Importance of his works is fundamental not only for the theory of projectivity but also for the theory of the curvature of surfaces. To the Introduction of the imaginary into the considerations of pure geometry Monge likewise gave the first Impulse, while his pupil Gaultier extended these investigations by defining the radical axis of two circles as a secant of the same passing through their intersections, whether real or Imaginary.
The results of Monge's school thus derived, which were more closely related to pure geometry than to the analytic geometry of Descartes, consisted chiefly in a series of new and Interesting theorems upon surfaces of the second order, and thus belonged to the same field that had been entered upon before Monge's time by Wren (1669), Parent and Euler. That Monge
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